
Building an alliance for management of the

Churchill River area In Lac La Ronge Provincial Park

We are just at the beginning stages of this 

project and don’t really know where 

it will all end up, however all the partners 

recognize the importance of working 

together to protect the signifi cant cultural 

and natural values along the river.  

Background

The Churchill River through Lac La Ronge Provincial Park is a river 

of signifi cance. The river has a long history of sustaining life for First 

 Nations people, as a transportation route for the European fur traders 

as they moved into the interior, and today as a source of recreation and 

a northern symbol or icon for the Province.

Heavy use by recreational and traditional users is having a negative 

impact on the river and its environs. As well, the care and protection of 

Saskatchewan’s oldest building, Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Stanley 

Mission, which is located in this corridor, is a concern.
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Originally nominated as a Canadian Heritage River 

in the 1990s, it has yet to move forward to the 

next stage – preparation of a management plan 

– due to lack of support by First Nations.

Initiative
Against this background it has become a priority 

for Saskatchewan Environment – Parks Service 

Branch and the Stanley Mission First Nation to 

work cooperatively to plan and manage activities 

for the protection of the river and its cultural and 

natural resources, fi rst within Lac La Ronge 

Provincial Park and then hopefully beyond.

We began in late October 2005 with our initial 

meeting to discuss what we felt we could achieve 

and what we had to address. We slowly began 

to identify some of the challenges and how 

we could start to work on them. Part of the 

work eventually focused on the protection and 

management of Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 

which is the oldest building in the province, and a 

Provincial Historic Site. The other main focus was 

the protection of the Churchill River and the need 

for an inventory and status of the recreation on 

the River in the park.

To date we have been successful in the work 

on the Church. We have undertaken active con-

servation work of the church memorial plaques, 

beaded pulpit cloth and Bible. There are plans to 

undertake further conservation work of the church 

furnishings this summer, as well as structural 

repairs to the church bell support system. We will 

also be bringing the partners together to discuss 

a management plan for the church for the future. 

In the summer of 2006, the importance and 

 signifi cance of the church was reinforced when 

national media reported on the threat to the 

church by wildland fi res.

For the protection of the river the working group 

went to Norway House Manitoba to help celebrate 

with the community the designation of the Hayes 

River as a Canadian Heritage River. This also 

provided an opportunity for the Stanley Mission 

participants to discuss the impacts of designa-

tion with the Norway House Cree Nation. We will 

be undertaking the inventory and current status 

report work of the river recreation this summer. 

Then the working group will be undertaking 

stage two for the drafting of a management plan 

for the river.

Th e importance and 

 signifi cance of the 

church was reinforced 

when national media 

reported on the threat 

to the church by 

wildland fi res.
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Lessons Learned

It was important at the start of this project to go 

slow and discuss what we all saw as the needs 

for the work. We also spent time talking to as 

many people in a wide area about the project in 

order to get their thoughts and to inform them of 

the progress we have made. This work laid a good 

foundation for the project.

It has also been a benefi t to work on both the nat-

ural and cultural resource issues along the river 

as they are integrated into the life of the river and 

all people see them as part of whole requirements 

of management.

Lac La Ronge Provincial Park

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES & CANADA’S PARKS & PROTECTED AREAS

Province of Saskatcherwan

Church interior, Photographer unknown

Church river, photo copyright Arnie Santo



Conclusion

To date the response has been very positive to 

this project. We have been able to garner support 

from a broad and diverse groups and individuals 

and expect it to continue. It is our hope that the 

working group can achieve protection of the river 

but will also become promoters of expanding this 

approach outside of the provincial park to encom-

pass the entire length of the Churchill River.
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We hope to expand this approach

to encompass the entire length

of the Churchill river.
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