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Metepenagiag Mi’kmaq Nation Red Bank, New Brunswick

Metepenagiag Heritage Park Inc, mandated 
by the Mi’kmaq Nation, is undertaking the 

development of the Metepenagiag Heritage Park 
project to preserve, protect and present 

more than 3,000 years of Mi’kmaq culture, 
history and heritage at Metepenagiag.

Background

The Mi’kmaq of Metepenagiag are proud caretakers of two National 

Historic Sites, the Augustine Mound and the Oxbow—two of the most 

outstanding Aboriginal heritage archaeological sites in Eastern Canada. 

The Mi’kmaq have continuously occupied the lands at the head of 

tide on the Northwest and Little Southwest Miramichi; making it the 

oldest, continuously occupied village in New Brunswick. It also 

reveals the wide-ranging Aboriginal religious and trading networks, 

which stretched from Maritime Canada, along the eastern seaboard 

into the Great Lakes and as far as the Ohio Valley.
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The events—of national signifi cance—com-

memorated at the Augustine Mound and Oxbow 

(National Historic Sites of Canada), therefore 

occupy an important place in the history of Canada 

and in the shaping of the nation’s identity.

Initiative

Objectives of Project:
• To establish a World Class “A” visitor attrac-

tion to present the “story” of the Mi’kmaq 

culture at Metepenagiag to the world. 

• To interpret the Oxbow and Augustine Mound 

Sites in the context of Mi’kmaq culture, 

acknowledging Metepenagiag as truly an 

“Ancient place” in New Brunswick and 

Canada.

• To develop and sustain the physical facili-

ties for interpretation for the future.

• To give the visitor face-to-face contact with 

Mi’kmaq people within a Mi’kmaq context.

• To work in partnership based on principles 

of mutual respect, recognition, responsi-

bility and sharing.

• To foster cultural tourism as a means of 

community socio-economic development 

and regional economic prosperity.

• Repatriation of artifacts, archives and other 

items of cultural signifi cance back to the 

community.

• To protect the environmental integrity of 

the natural land.

The following general principles guide the pro-

gram development:

1. Primary importance will be given to the 

commemorative intent and the messages of 

national signifi cance;

2. The past will be presented in a manner that 

accurately refl ects the range and complexity 

of the human history commemorated or 

represented at the Augustine Mound and 

Oxbow NHSC and;

3. History and culture will be presented with 

integrity, which will include the presenta- 

tion of differing perspectives, particularly 

those drawn from Mi’kmaq oral history 

and traditional knowledge.

Lessons Learned 

Leadership support from Chief and Council is 

crucial to help foster project champions from 

within the community and externally. The leader-

ship initiated key partnerships to move the project 

forward, securing funding, resources and nego-

tiating key agreements.

The direction of the Elders is pivotal in setting 

the vision and the mission of the Metepenagiag 

Heritage Park Inc. The Elders suggest what to 

share and what not to share, providing ease of 

Developing and 

sustaining the physical 

facilities for interpreta-

tion for the future.
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decision-making and to ensure a policy is set on 

authenticity and integrity of the project. Preser-

vation and protection supersede presentation.

Communication strategy for the community is 

very important. The involvement of the community 

as part of the Board of Directors, planning, design, 

policy, employment during construction, exhibit 

fabrication and fundraising is pivotal in promot-

ing community ownership and capacity-building 

for the project.

Conclusions

The Metepenagiag Heritage Park Inc. will become 

operational in late July 2007, with an anticipated 

grand opening of August 22, 2007.

The visitation projection is expected to reach 

25,000 visitors annually by year fi ve.

The project impact includes:

• Internationally: Embraces an all encom-

passing defi nition of Canadianism;

• Nationally: Recognizes a truly Canadian 

cultural mosaic;

• Regionally: The fi rst development of sig-

nifi cant First Nation cultural heritage in 

the Maritimes;

Working in partnership based on 

principles of mutual respect, recog-

nition, responsi bility and sharing.
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• Locally: To become First Major Class “A” 

Visitor Attraction in the Miramichi Region; 

and

• Community: Strengthening First Nation 

governance through sustainable economics.

Economic Impact:

• Capital cost: $7.3 million

• Average Operating Cost: $450,000 per year

• Employment: 100 PYs created during con-

struction; 45 PYs in operations;

• Additional economic activity for province: 

$3.3 million 

• For every $1 invested results in over $7 

into the regional and provincial economy

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES & CANADA’S PARKS & PROTECTED AREAS

Th e leadership initiated key partnerships to move 

the project forward, securing funding, resources 

and nego tiating key agreements.
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